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Jasper
John Clement (Brooklyn, New York, USA)

Who made this sculpture? Jasper is a Legacy 
piece of the Vancouver Biennale made by 
Brooklyn-based artist John Clement. Clement 
is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania 
and attended the School of Visual Arts in New 
York City. John Clement is a protégée of Amer-
ica’s most important constructivist sculptors, 
Mark di Suvero and John Henry. Clement has 
participated in numerous group and solo exhi-
bitions. In addition to his work being displayed 
permanently in Vancouver, other public installa-
tions are in New York, California, Florida, Texas 
as well as Switzerland.

Clement has won numerous commissions 
including three for Starr Industries in Phila-
delphia, the City of Delray Beach, Florida, the 
Robinson Collection in Houston and Mixed 
Greens Artspace in New York. 
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What ideas are being explored in this work? 
Clement’s trademark steel spirals look like they 
could roll and sway; they read like thick strong 
curved lines drawn in space. The turns and 
loops of Jasper challenge the inherent prop-
erties of this rigid material, tubular steel. The 
result is an implied movement, finished with 
brilliant, primary colors that work to amplify the 
sense of it twisting out of the ground. 

As Mark di Suvero commented, “The spiraling 
shapes of cylindrical forms have a fascination 
that is so deeply linked to life that they seem 
to be the root of life.  From DNA to galactic 
spirals, the interweaving of these forms is ever 
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How was this sculpture made? Clement relies 
heavily on the intuitive artistic practice, work-
ing through sketches and allowing the work 
to evolve into a sculptural form.  He chooses 
to work with steel and approach the material 
first as an artist and second as a craftsman. 
The success of his work does not rely upon 
gimmicks or trickery in the materials, but on 
the implied movement and strength of form 
of each individual piece. The bright primary 
colours used to paint the work, serve to bring 
the form of the work to the forefront, enhanc-
ing the sense of the art leaping from it.
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Jasper weighs 907 kg (2,000 lbs) with a 
dimension of 488 cm (16 ft.) x 274 cm (9 ft)

present to humans.  John Clement has woven 
this energy with consummate artistry and a 
brilliant choice of color so that these works 
have both power and elegance.” 

This sculpture of intertwining steel spirals has 
commanded the attention of passersby and 
been a favorite of all ages since it was installed 
in Vancouver in 2005. Children can often be 
seen playing on and around this whimsical 
sculpture with its enticing bright circular form.
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How does this work connect with this 
artist’s other works? Each of Clement’s 
sculptures is descended from his earliest 
work 15 years ago, forming a continuum. 
Curvilinear forms of coiled and welded steel, 
tangential and intersecting, best characterize 
Clement’s work.  The sculptures are three-
dimensional realizations of imaginary forms. 
Clement relies heavily on the artistic process, 
allowing the work to evolve and mature, even-
tually becoming self- referential. Although 
many of his works are site-specific, their form 
does not directly rely on the surrounding 
architecture or landscape. The clearly defined 
positive and negative space of the work, com-
bined with its scale, creates a new framework 
in which the surroundings can be experienced 
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To learn more:
www.firehousestudio.com
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through the sculpture. In addition to the out-
door work Clement is known for, he has also 
produced pieces for indoor gallery exhibition. 
John Clement is one of the international artists 
who supported “Sculpture for New Orleans”, 
an on-going exhibition placing monumen-
tal sculptures throughout New Orleans. The 
concept of the project is to bring national and 
international attention to the visual arts and 
the artists of post-Katrina New Orleans. This 
exhibition gives local artists a much needed 
support structure as well as the opportunity 
to network with the visiting artists. Mark di 
Suvero, Louise Bourgeois, James Surls, Peter 
Lundberg and Deborah Masters are other art-
ists supporting this effort.

http://www.firehousestudio.com
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Who put this sculpture on display in Vancouver? This sculpture is part of the 2009-2011 Van-
couver Biennale, which is a biennial exhibition of international contemporary art in public spaces 
including parks, beaches and urban plazas. There are three components to each exhibition: Sculp-
ture, New Media and Performance works. Each exhibition of the Vancouver Biennale includes world 
renowned and emerging artists and runs for 22-months, turning the city into an open-air museum. 

Author:	 Katherine Tong
Editor:		 Debbie Berto
Designer:	 Julie Rudd

The term “biennale” means biennial in Italian 
and refers to prestigious art exhibitions that 
occur every two years  in cities throughout the 
world including  Beijing, Guangzhou, Istan-
bul, Sao Paolo, Singapore, Sydney, Moscow, 
Berlin and Venice.  The first Biennale was held 
in Venice over 120 years ago and it continues 
to be the most renowned today.  There are 
currently 84 art related Biennales in the world, 
many having started in the 1930s in Europe 
and many in the 1990s in Asia and the Ameri-
cas. The Vancouver Biennale is unique in that 
each exhibition is 22 months, completely free 
of charge, and accessible outdoors to every-
one day and night, 365 days of the year. 

In 2004 the Vancouver Biennale was registered 
as a non-profit organization and charity. The 
organization is committed to leaving a legacy 
of public art in the city, as well as creating edu-
cational materials, professional symposiums, 
public lectures and publications. 
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To learn more you can search the terms biennale, public art or outdoor sculpture parks on-line. 
Also Visit the Vancouver Biennale website at www.vancouverbiennale.com

http://www.vancouverbiennale.com/

